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0 TIE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE 
LLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


entlemen, 


I have the honour to present my Annual Report for the year 1966. 


I commenced my duties as Medical Officer of Health on Ist. July, 1966, 
d was fortunate to come into a Department which had been so efficiently 
rganised by my predecessor, Dr. W. Bowen Owen, for many yearse 


The Report includes information recommended by Circular 1/66 (Wales) 

of the Welsh Board of Health. There is an account of work undertaken by the 

blic Health Department, and also information obtained from other sources, such 

s the Glamorgan County Council, the Taf Fechan Water Board, and other Departments of 
the Council, concerning the health of the communi ty e Comments have been included 
fter each set of statistics, and this preface merely pin points some of the more 
important factors. 


The estimated mid-year population was 35,000. There were 658 births, 
of which 41 were illegitimate - ise. an illegitimate rate of 6.2%. Of the 413 
deaths, 341 were of people over the age of 55 yearse The chief causes of death 
over the age of 65 were Diseases of the Heart and Arteries (152 deaths) and 
Bronchitis ( 36 deaths) « Between the ages of 35 and 65 years, the chief causes 
of death were Diseases of the Heart and Arteries ( AT deaths) and malignant 
disease ( 29 deaths). Of the deaths from malignant neoplasm, the highest number 
of deaths in males was that of cancer of the lung, while in women the highest 
was cancer of the breast. There were only 15 deaths in the age group 1 year 
to 45 years, and the only significant cause was accident. This pattern in the 
causes of death is similar to that found in Imgland and Wales as a wholee 


There were 13 deaths under the age of one year, and 10 of these 
occurred under the age of one week. The main causes of death in this group 
wereprematurity, conditions connected directly with birth, and congenital 
abnormality. There were, in addition, 13 still-births. The still-births and 
deaths under one week comprise the peri-natal mortality rate, which is high in 
this area, being 34.28 per 1,000 live and still-births. The figure for England 
and Wales is 2663, and for Glamorgan is 30.38. The exact reason for this is not 
known, and many factors are involved. At present, a great deal of research is 
going on into the cause of congenital defect. South Wales has the highest known 
incidence of Spina Bifida in the world. A new unit for the care of babies with 
Spina Bifida is to be opened at Cardiff Royal Infirmary in 1967. 
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While we are able to ottain fairly accurate information on mortality in the 
area, information on morbidity is very difficult to obtain. The only fairly 
accurate information we have is on morbidity caused by notifiable infectious 
disceasese During 1966, there were 1LOnew cases of Tuberculosis notified, but 
no death occurred from this disease. Of the other notifiable diseases, only 
Measles was of importance - 231 cases being notified, with no deathse There is 
now a possibility that with the new vaccine being produced these numbers will 
drop in the future. 


Now that so many more people are reaching old age, the welfare of the aged 
has become a very important factor. Families are now much smaller, and many 
young women are working, with the result that often old people are having to 
live alone in failing health. These old people, especially, need all the help 
possible. In 1966, the scheme for providing meals for the aged came into 
operation. Requests for meals were more than expected, and 853 old people 
applied for meals in the first week. Mrs. D, Bate was appointed Organiser, and 
the scheme is now running well, and the meals are very much appreciated. The 
members of the staff who deliver the meals take a very keen interest in their 
'customers', and report any problems of the aged to this Department. These 
problems are investigated, and are then referred to General Practitioners, Hospitals, 
or the appropriate Local Authority Departmente 


In conclusion, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all Members and 
Officers of the Council for their help and consideratione IT would also like 
to thank my colleagues in the Health Department for the efficient and enthusiastic 
way in which they have carried out their work.e 


Yours faithfully, 


ELIZABETH G. JAMES 


Medical Officer of Health 
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CHIEF OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL 


Clerk of the Council - De W. C. Morgan, L1.B. 

Treasurer and Accountant - W. Hicks, O.B.E., FIM.TA. , FS AA. 
Engineer and Surveyor - W. T. luke, B.Sce, AM.I.C.H. 

Housing Manager - G. L. Williams, A.R.S.H., F.V.I.,M.F.3B} 
Omibus Manager - Roy Marshall, A.M.Inst.T. 


PUBLIC TRALTH STAFF 


Medical Officer of Health - Elizabeth G. James, B.Sc.,M.B., 
B.Ch., D.P.He 
Senior Public Health ~ T. P. Thomas, A.R.S.H., Cert. Meat 
Inspector Inspector 8#.S.H. 
District Public Health - E. G. Rawlings, A.R.S.H., Cert. Meat 
Inspector Inspector R.S.H. 
Clerical Staff = L. Chilton 
Inspector = - T, Haines 
Offices, Shops Act. 
Fopil Public Health = G. Walwyn 
Inspector 
Rodent Officer - L. J. Trollope 
Meals Organiser = Mrs, D. Bate 


GELLIGAER URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL 


Population ~ 35, 000 
Total acreage - is, 712 
Rateable value - £675,164 


Product 1d. rate ~ £2,700 


GLAMORGAN ( ADMINISTRATIVE COUNTY) VIRAL STATISTICS 1966 
re ec || : ad ie Te re 
Estimated |. BIRTHS DEATHS LINPAre MORTALITY | PERINATAL MORTALITY 
1966 | of Population of | Population i under 1, 000 births & 1,000 
| Births deaths | live & 


Crude Adjusted Deaths [Gace Adjusted : one yr.| live 


\ births | under still 


ee oe ee 
Population number {RATE PER 1,000 Number |RATE PER 1,000 Deaths | Rate per} Still | Rate per | 
| 


ae | births 
England and Wales 48075300 __|€ SAT els 614 
Ldministrative County W764000 ___| 12604 | 16.76) 17.10 {12.30 13.90 271 
Urban Districts 251 8687 |) 16651 | 17.01 12.61 14.38 192 


2710 | 11.6 ebay 


Rural Districts ae 2 AiL7 17230 | 17-47 
HEALTH DIVISION CONSTITUENT 
DISTRICTS : 


606 | 15.66} 17.0 582 hed 


Aberdare & Aberdare Urban 
Mountain Ash Mountain ish U 09 eo) 372 112.70 5.24 | 
Caerphilly and Caerphilly U. [4s804c_ [814 | TARO 111.58 A SUE SUA aaa a 
Gelligaer Gelligaer U. | 35000 658 413 __| 11.60 15634 | i 
ia Bridgend U. AO Cn ne 25 181 _{11.99 13.19 5 
Glanorgan Maesteg Urban | 2143C 355 261 _ 112.18 | 14,86 gS 
Cemore&Garw U. | 2057C 320 | 15.48 { 15.94 261 (12.658 ) 
Porthcawl Urban| 12540 _ DHE ea 168 
Penybont Rural | 4665C | ——-99C | 21,22| 20.37 Dee): 
Neath and Neath M. Be {| 30200 AO CeO GAS eee 
District HEaiue aces ONO MMM OZOm lb. 5515.96 [| 456 
Pontypridd and flantrisant R. | 295CC A 561 18.71 286 
Llantrisant Pontypridd U. | 35090 55 [15.82 | 16.14 7 ag) 
Fort Talbot & Glyncorrwg U. | 9460 aoa: QC 19) aa 15) 


C r Port Telnet MB, 51800 Geen 229 abel 4 586 
i 7102 CANT OA | A89 


Glanorgan 5d: Spm sea OTE 00 Z coma ummmur ale 1869717 | 
ag jaime ERAS) (ee), OC ; ms ee ee ee 
wowbrid a Ot PTA | A259 | 18282 es a ee cearna 
West) ~ | - ees a TOASE: 
et ost 57 17.02 | 18.38 | 165 {10-73 
Glanorgan alate oe zt 15.59 | 16.6 322 112.64 ATK 8 


OM aeRO || ER ee 19.684 


MD, ha 14.79 | 15.23 1314 (13-45 36 | 2 
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EXTRACTS FROM TUE VITAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 


Population - 35, 000 
LIVE BIRTH Total Male = Female_ 
Legitimate eee eee ece eve eee 617 g21 296 
Illegitimate eee eee eee eoce Al 24 Li 
Total @eo eoe eee eee ooo 658 345 313 
STILL-BIRTHS 
Legitimate eee eee eee eoe eee 2 5 7 
Dliegitimate eco aee eoe eee i. = 
Total eee eoe eco eee eco 15 5 
_LIVE BIRTHS _ 

1957 eee 667 

1958 eve 647 

1959 eee 648 

1960 eee 605 

1961 ece 634 

1962 eve 688 

1963 eee 675 

1964 eee 676 

1965 eco 690 

1966 oce 658 


As a matter of interest, I give the following figures :- 


1901 ont tay 
1911 ies 1720 
1921 ina 1363 
Eg. at's 847 
1941 a 13 
2951 @eo0 631 
1961 she 634 


There were 41 illegitimate births. This number includes children born into 
stable homes where the parents are not married, but are co-habiting. There is, 
in this area, a strong tendency for parents to rally to the support of a single 
girl who becomes pregnant, and only three of the illegitimate children born 

in this area were placed for adoptione 
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DEATHS 
During the year, deaths numbered 413 - males 249 3; #£females 164. 
1957 * 405 
i950 i" 384 
£959 = 390 
1960 ~ All 
1961 - 396 
1962 ee 403 
1963 = 425 
1964 = 398 
1965 - 416 
1966 sors 


MATERNAL DiATHS 
There were no deaths in which pregnancy was a factor. 


In considering the Registrar General's Returns, there are points of intereste 
Following is a Table showing the number of deaths in each of three age groups 
in the past ten years. Jn considering the age at death, it is interce ting to 
note how many people live beyond the ago cf 656 : 


Age at death 1966 


aS 
69 = 75 


75 and over 


1957 1958 1959 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 
1s. (8..2o 80 215 26 a SX, 


Number occurring 
before age of 1 


Number occurring T3566 B21 Gh, WO ede Sores. 155 62 155.553 130 
between 1 and 65 


Number occurring OA, 245 266 255 253 273 266 240 249 270 
upwards of 65 


ehdL. galcnst i Gh acim « 


oe. ei teh. oe revo ba tY 
x aa ar ee as. 08 3s af er aa jg tired n3 

ORL CL REL RRL REL GEE. ORL ROL at BEE. “geteietoo sea 

. . | SO baat peered 


OVS bs OAS - BS ETS Keo. eS SIS SNS TRE gies eemedl | 
) , 38 to abrcomysn 


CAUSES Ol DEATH 


Male Female Total 
Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Disease eee 87 68 155 
Deaths fron Cancer eco 42 44 63 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of the wee 25 21 46 
Nervous System 

Deaths from Measles ean - ~ - 
Deaths from Bronchitis ‘ee 37 10 47 
Deaths from Whooping Cough vee ~ - - 
Deaths from Diarrhoea, Gastritis eee 5 - 3 

and Enteritis 
Deaths from Tuberculosis of the eee - - ~ 

Respiratory System 
Deaths from other forms of eee - - - 

Tuberculosis 
Deaths from Motor Vehicle Accidents nen 6 - 6 
Deaths from Poliomyelitis ese - - - 
Deaths from Influenza wes - - - 
Deaths from Pneumonia er 7 5 12 
Deaths from other diseases of the one 15 3 18 

R . 

Deaths er cee ae Rory, Systetcouses ae 12 5 16 
Deaths from Diabetes ese 3 4 
Deaths from Nephritis and Nephrosis — 2 2 4 
THUS te 1963 1964 1965 1966 
Deaths from Heart and Circulatory Disease eee 145. 116 146 155 
Deaths from Cancer see 65 71 71 63 
Deaths from Vascular Lesions of the Nervous System 62 45 44 46 
Deaths from Bronchitis eas 29 48 48 47 
Deaths from Violent Causes ine 15 19 18 16 


Diseases of the arteries of the heart continwe to be prominent :- 


in 1966, 56 males and 29 females died from this cause, as compared with 
in 1965, 51 males and 13 fenales; 
in 1964, 41 males, and 14 females 
in 1963, 38 males, and 34 females 
in 1962, 56 males, and 24 females 
in 1961, 39 males, and 12 females 
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DEATHS FROM CANCER 


The total number of deaths from all forms of Cancer was 63 :- 


1957 - a 
pda r 66 
L959 = 62 
1960 - 62 
1961 - 68 
1962 - 65 
1963 - val 
1964 - 71 
1966 - 
CANCER OF THE LUNG 
1957 - 7 - 7 males 
1958 - 8 ~ 8 males 
1959 - 9 - 8 males ; 1 female 
1960 - 11 - 7 males ; 4 females 
1961 - 15 - 13 males ; 2 females 
1962 - 16 - 14 males ; 2 females 
1963 - #1 ~ 11 males 
1964 - 12 - 12 males 
1965 ~ 18 - 17 males ; 1 female 
1966 - 10 - 10 males. 


During the year 1966, Cancer caused the death of 63 persons. This figure is the 
lowest for five years. 


Caneer of the lung shows the lowest figure for the past 7 years 
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Cancer was the cause of 63 deaths. Of these 10 were from cancer of the 
lung. An association between cigarette smoking and cancer of the lung has 
been established. In an effort to lessen the incidence of smoking, this 
4uthority has arranged the display of anti-smoking posterse Health Baducation 
in this matter has also continued by the County Authorities in the schools. 


Cancer of the uterus caused 5 deaths. In order to discover early cases 
of carcinoma of the cervix of the uterus ( before cancer has become invasive ) 
a limited cytology service has been established by the Glamorgan County 
Council in clinics at Ystrad Mynach, Bargoed and Fochriw. 


During 1966,227 women were examined - chiefly those who were considered 
to be at special risk. 


Accidental death, 
Suicide and homicide 


During 1966, these were 22 registered deaths from the above causes t= 


1 Homicide 

6 Road accidents 

3 Accidents at work 

2 Accidents in the home 
6 Suicides. 


Deaths due to the taking of drugs or alcohol caused 
3 deaths, other than suicidee 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY 


DEATHS OCCURRING | DEATHS OCCURRING 
AGE AT DEATH IN HOSPITAL AT HOME 


| 
| 
| 
No. CAUSE CAUSE | 
| So | | 
O -= ly day 4 | Deformity | i Asphyxia 
Prematurit Neonatorun 
1, = 2 days a Intracranial 1 Congenital 
haemorrhage eart disease | 
2. days | 
= 4 __days | 
4 - 5 days ZL Intracranial 
haemorrhage 


AA 


- 6 months | 
9% gonthe [tre Pictae .| on 
= 8 months - | 
8 - 2?) months. {79 - = 
y, ~ 10 months oe 
TONS —-—---+—-—-- 
10 - 11 months - | 
dd. <0 adie)... On 2 he - | 1 __j| Pneumonia 
p—F— ft} ——}_— ft te ty SSS aS SSS SS SS PSS SS SSS SSeS SSS SSS SSe= ceo SESS SS SSS SS SS 
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INFANTILE MORTALITY Page 12 


MALE “FEMALE _ TOTAL 
Deaths of Infants under one year ane 6 z 13 
Phocitinste eve 6 7 13 
Illegitimate i él be - 


As shown by the Table of Vital Statistics, the Infant Mortality Rate 
per 1,000 live births in :- 


the Administrative County was 21. 17 20-79 in eed 
in the Gelligaer Area was 19.76 20 .29 in 1965 

Of the 13 deaths, 10 occurred in the first week of life. 

There were 13 still-births during the year. 


I append a Table showing the Infantile Mortality Rate in Gelligaer during 
the past ten years :- 


L557 - Se «9S 
1958 - oF, 
1959 e a7 5 78 
1960 42 . 98 
1961 i ee 
1962 “3 21 «80 
1963 a 38 . 52 
1964 _ 34 . 02 
1965 2 20" 5°29 
1966 - 19 . 76 


Ts, the rate for 1966 is the lowest for many years. There is a fall to 19.76 
per 1,000 live births. This is lower than in the Glamorgan County as a whole, 
where it was 21.17, but a little higher than the rate for England and Wales, which 
was 19.00 per 1,000 Live Births. The great loss in infant life is caused b 
still-birth, and death during the first week of life ( peri-natal mortalityy). 
In the Gelligaer Area this was 34. 28 per 1,000 live and still-births, as 
compared with 30, . 38 in the Administrative County, and 26.3 in England and 
Wales as a whole. The causes are chiefly due to congenital defect, prematurity, 
and other factors associated with complications of pregnancy and laboure 
Research into the problem of congenital defect is being pursued in this area. 

4A register of all children with congenital defect is kept, and all factors 
which may be associated with this condition is being investigated by the 

Welsh National School of Medicine. During 1966, the hospitals and local 
4uthority co-operated through the local Maternity Liason Committee in carrying 
out a small survey to disccver whether there were local factors accounting for 
the high peri-natal mortality, but the numbers were too small to provide 
conclusive results. There is a shortage of maternity beds available for the 
area - and the request for beds far out-numbers the beds available, 
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NOTIFICATION OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES - AGES DISTRIBUTION 


ee mt renee nn 


04 14 24 344 444 5-} 15-|25- | 45- [65 - 
Disease Total te 2) 2h. 3) 4S 1S 25.45 165 5 75 and over 
Scarlet Fever 3 ~{=-|/-{ =-2/]1] - ~ |= P - 
Dysentery Le 2 e 2 ciieesy ie a ae = 5s ae = 
| ball eipit~ |osolbae be 2 


Para Typhoid ; 1 - 
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231 Measles 
2 Whooping Cough. 


By far the greatest number of notifications were of Measles - 231 cases. A 
vaccine is now available which will prevent the disease - extensive trials 

are being carried out. Vaccination on a large scale has not yet been 

authorised in this area, but the vaccine is available from General Practitioners. 


Sonne ente 


There were 8 cases of Sonne Dysentery notified in 1966. These occurred in two 
related families, and the small outbreak was quickly controlled. 


Para-Typhoid 


The one patient with this disease contracted it abroad. 11 contacts were 
kept under observation. No further cases occurred. 


Smallpox 


4n outbreak of variola minor occurred in 1966 in nearby Pontypool area. 
Contacts living in this area were kept under observation, but no case occurred. 


Brucellosis ° 


This is not a notifiable disease, but two knowncases occurred in the area in 
1966. The disease is acquired by contact with infected animals, or by drinking 
milk from infected cowse One case occurred in a young farmer. The milk from 
this farm was not sold to the public. The farmer's family were informed of the 
precautions they should take to prevent other members of the family - contracting 
the disease. The second case occurred in a laboratory worker who was in the 
habit of consuming raw milk from two sources. The milk from one of these farms 
gave a positive result to tests for the disease, and the farmer volunteered to 
have the milk pasteurised until it was considered safe. With the co-operation 
of a local Veterinary Surgeon, the infected cow was isolated and disposed of. 
4g a result of this, co-operation with the County Authorities was requested, 
with the result that monthly milk samples of all raw milk sold in the area 

are now taken. 


at 


ney, 
Be 
Ab i 8 F 


ira 4 Ae Blakey RN, Oe 
aN ‘ 48 rv Beret cs ¥ 
v fia fo poe ; ‘® 


I 


Sf enst . Ro . is 
vio bi oT BIL} Ph iFA oC ¢ Ty F) Gnd Cee aD 3 ‘4 


[> 22} 2h | -2s 
er} 83 | 


THOS Ganon te) .aottavresdo Toba .dqot exer Seta ata? of gatvel 


4 


i 


tk Som. oft nt Sotumg99 sansomroil ow tof ,onsoath ofdcltitvad ic ton et sid? 
ats yw 20. .alenine botootak Atiw foadacs yi Serko af onsesth onl .daer 
at wMfin od? yxonant witeoy Ant Bestvooo “eso on)  ewoo hotoetat mort fie 
to Sontotnt orew yLinnt s' vege sa? «bide orfd of SEoe ton waw cmt ebrty 
Et HOo - Wien? ait Yo esadmen sade Troveny ot ovat Sivods yodt anoivanoorg 
i nt sow odw toxtow praterodsl 8 nk bowvsmeve earo Amoea w08neath ed? 
St sted? to cro wort afin edi .ascembe oss moyt fin wor astewenoo to tidet 
Dwrootnuloy tesrst edt byes reenealb ot rot ataat of tower evidtecd #8 OvaR 
HiSqo~-o9 et At  .otee Bowehibenso saved? Liven foritweteag afin edt evad 
o besogelS Bue betalos! saw was S5otoohul off etocgaue VisntreteY Lsoof #2 to a 
bosveeupes amy mottinorti ytagod odd pidiy Hols exog 2-0, Midd 20. tLeoen ia ; 


t6O8 Miin ener Tre GA we Meek GP eek eee 


TUBERCULOSIS 


AGE GROUPS 


Under 1 year 


1 = 4 


years 


2 = 9 years 


10 - 14 years 


15 - 19 years 


20 - 24 years 


years 


35 - 44 years 
45 - 54 years 
ye. - 64 years 
65 - 69 years 
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70 years and over 


—— 
I 


1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 


Ten new cases of Tuberculosis occurrede 6 of these occurred in people over the 
5 males, 1 female). This is in contrast to the situation 30 years 
ago when there was a high incidence of the disease, chiefly in young people. 
In 1936, there were 53 cases notified, 44 of which were inyoung people under 
the age of 35. There were 33 deaths from the disease in 1936. 
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first year on record when no death occurred from tuberculosise 


DEATHS 


Det cater Non-Pulmonary 
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IMMUNISATION AND VACCINATION 


The following information has been received from Dr. D. Anderson, the 
Divisional Medical Officer for the Caerphilly and Gelligaer Health Division :- 


Skin Testing for Tuberculosis 
in School Children 


In 1966, 9,197 school children were tested in the Caerphilly and Gelligaer Health 
Division, Of these, only 121 gave positive results due to causes other than 

B. C.G. Vaccination. X-ray appointments were made for 41 of these children ; 

31 kept these appointments 3; 25 gave negative results to x-ray examination, and 

2 were referred for further testss. Not one case of tuberculosis was discovered. 


Triple Antigen 


Number of children who completed a full course of 


immnisation against Diphtheria, Tetanus and Whooping Cough - 1,096 

Number of children who received “booster" triple antigen - 832 
| Number of children who received vaccination and re-vaecination 

aeiinst Smallpox - 671 

Number of children vaccinated against Poliomyelitis - 1,538 


Number of children who received boosters against Poliomyelitis ~ 702 
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HOUSING 


Mr, G. Lloyd Williams, the Council's Housing Manager, has supplied the 
following information :- 


No. of houses built by Permanent Temporary 

the Local _ 4uthority dwellings dwellings 
Number completed and occupied in 1966 Hal 

Number sanctioned and in course of erection L?y 

Number completed and occupied since 1918 2,304 100 = now demolished. 
Number of applicants for housing on the list at 3lst. December 1966 = 1,035 
Number of families rehoused in 1966 - 158 
Number of families in which Tuberculosis was a factor ~ 2 
Number rehoused as a result of Closing Orders - 1 
Number of Old Aged Pensioners rehoused ~ 9 
Number of key workers rehoused - 9 


Greenhill phase 2 was commenced during the year, and of the 248 under 
construction, 71 were let by 31st. December, 1966. 


The -cuthority has purchased 26 properties at St. Cattwgs Avenue, Gelligaer, 
which it has repaired, and some of which are being improved by the installation 
of bathrooms. 


The Authority has also purchased 20, Gwerthonor Place, Gilfach, 27, Upper Wood 
Street, Bargoed, 18, Bedw Rd., Bedlinog and 2, Oakland St., Bedlinog. A 
Bathrooms have been installed at 2, Oakland St., Bedlinog and 18, Bedw Rd., 
Bedlinog has been repairede 4 bathroom has also been installed at 

20, Gwerthonor Place, Gilfach. 


No vacancies occurred at St. Gwladys Court, Bargoed during 1966. 


34 families were removed from the list of applicants, having taken advantage of 
the Council's loan scheme. 
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ATMOSPHERIC POLLUTION 
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Measurement of Atmospheric Pollution was continued at Bargoed during the year :- 


Month 

January eee 
February avs 
March eee 
April sens 
May eos 
June eee 
July ece 
August ine 
September ee 
October eee 
November eee 
December eee 


Total amount collected per square mile in the past 


Thus, the figure for 1966 is the lowest recorded. 
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1966 
1965 
1964 
1963 
1962 
1961 
1960 
1959 


Rainfall in 
inches per 
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square mile 


73 inse 
78 ins. 
Sy inSe 
00 inSe 
O06 ins. 
22 inSe 
70 ins. 
oo inse 
#2 inde 
54 ins. 
90 inse 
O7.. ing. 


196 
239 
199 
210 
197 
229 
294 
361 
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Solids in tons 


per square mile 


years was 


tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons. 
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tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 
tons 


The extent of pollution by deposited matter is determined by exposing a ~ 
standard deposit gauge for a period of one month on the roof of The Emporium 


at Bargoed, and then examining the sample. 


worst in the Gelligaer Area. 


ever recorded. 


This district is probably the 


The results are lower in the summer months. 

Variations occur as a result of changes in wind direction, velocity, rainfall 
and other meteriological factors, and also to some extent with the lessening 
of domestic fuel consumption in the summer months, 
years there has been a downward trend 


However, over 
in the readings, making 1966 the lowest 


past nine 


The readings in this area are very similar to the national average, which 
is approximately 2CO tons per year per square mile. 
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PUBLIC WATER SUPPLY 


I am grateful to Mr. D. G, Rowlands, Divisional Ingineer to the Taf Fechan 
Water Board for the following report :- 


Water Supplies - Bacteriological Examination 


A. total of 219 samples were taken from various supplies in the area :- 


Rhymney Bridge Reservoir - Raw water - 30 - all showed a count 
Treated - 48 - 46 satisfactory 
Deri Reservoir - Raw water - A6 = 34 showed a count 
Treated _ = AT = 45 satisfactory 
Taf Fechan Reservoir - Treated ~ 48 = 46 satisfactory 
WORKS 


Work on the construction of the Heolddu Service Reservoir continued throughout 
the year ( this was commissioned in the Spring of 1967) and work proceeded 
also on the installation of new filters and treatment works at Phvmney 

Bridge, which should be commissioned in the spring of 1967. 


HOUSING SITES ETC, 


Work of mainlaying in the area was carried out at a number of housing 
sites for both the Council and private developers. 


SUPPLY POSITION 


No organised restrictions were necessary during the year, but difficulties 
were experiemced in one or two marginal districts, notably Fochriw Road, 
Pontlottyn. The trouble here was due largely to two causes. First the main 
supplying Fochriw Road and Sunny View is a very old one and is now 

of limited capacity and arrangements have been made to have it scraped 
and relined at an early date. The restricted capacity of the main was 
aggravated for a substantial period due to reduced pressure in the trunke 
This was occasioned as a result of the construction of new treatment works 
at Rhymey Bridge which entailed taking out of commission a 14" main 
between Rhymey Bridge and the north end of Rhymneye Consequently, the 
whole of the water between these points was per force carried by one 12" 
main leading to a loss of head. 


Certain complaints were received regarding the " chlorinetaste in the water 
in certain parts of Deri, and it is hoped to remedy this by the installation 
of a pressure vessel in order to afford a contact period for the srlorine 
injection prior to the admission of the water into general supplye 
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SWOMING POOL 


The Council maintains a large open air swimming pool in the park at 
Bargoed. It is open every year from May to September. Being an open 
air pool, the attendance is affected by the weather. 


For the safety of bathers, it is necessary that adequate chlorination, and 
a high degree of clarity of the water are always present. Periodically 
during the year, the Public Iealth Inspectors and I made frequent visits to 
the pool, taking occasional samples of the water for analysis. 


NATIONAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 1948 


During 1966, action under Section 47 of the Act was taken in one instance. 
Prolonged surveillance and encouragement had failed to effect any improvement. 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS 


I am indebted to Dr. W. E. Thomas , the County Medical Officer of Health, for 
the following information. The following samples were taken in the Gelligaer 
Area by the County Sampling Officer during 1966 :- 


Ground Almonds 
Baking Powder 
Bicarbonate of Soda 
Butter 

Cake mixtures 
Cheese Spread 
Condensed Milk 
Curry Powder 
Desiccated Coconut 
Dessert Powder 
Evaporated Milk 
Canned Fish 

Fish Paste 
Flavouring 

Flour 

Canned Fruit 
Glucose 

Gravy Browning 
Health salts 

Jan 

Lard 

Meat Paste 

Canned Meat Products 
Milk 

Mustard 

Peanut Butter 
Mixed Peel 

Salad Cream 
Sauces 

Soft Drinks 
Canned Soup 
Spices 

Suet 

Table Jelly 
Tapioca 

Canned Vegetables 
Vinegar 
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SERVICE FOR THE AGED 


The following services were provided by the Gelligaer Council :- 
MEALS FOR THE AGED 


On November 14th., the Gelligaer Council commenced its scheme for the 
provision of two meals per week for all old age pensioners who required them. 
The new kitchen at Tiryberth was completed at the end of October, and a Meals 
Organiser and kitchen staff appointed. In addition, vans for the delivery of 
meals to the housebound were acquired, and drivers and helpers for the vans 
were employed. 853 pensioners applied for meals. Of these, 4350 were 
housebound and required their meals to be delivered to their homese Iuncheon 
Clubs, run by volunteers, were set up at Fochriw, Deri, Pontlottyn, Tirphil, 
Brithdir, Bargoed ( two centres), Gilfach, Pengam, Tiryberth, Ystrad Mynach, 
Gelligaer, Trelewis, Bedlinog and Cefn Hengoed. Sinks, hot water supplies, 
and cupboards were installed in many of the Centres, and table cloths, cutlery 
and crockery and overalls were supplied. Pensioners able to leave their homes 
get their meals at these centres. The cost to Pensioners is 1/3de per meal, 
which consist of a main meal and a sweet. The remainder of the cost is shared 
by the Gelligaer Council and the Glamorgan County Council. 


HOME HELP SERVICE is provided by the Glamorgan County Council. During 1966, 
314 pensioners in the Gelligaer area took advantage of this 
service. 


CHIROPODY SERVICE 


These Clinics were held by the Glamorgan County Council weekly at Bargoed and 
Ystrad Mynach. Towards the end of the year, a new Clinic was set up at Fochriw. 
In addition, domicilliary visits were made by the Chiropodist to patients 
unable to attend the Clinics. 


NIGHT SITTER-IN SERVICE 


In 1966, 11 people took advantage of this Service which is provided by the 
County Council. 


DISTRICT NURSE SERVICE 

18 whole-time District Nurses ( plus 7 relief nurses) are employed in the 
Caerphilly and Gelligaer Health Division. Three fifths of their visits were to 
people over the age of 65. 


WELFARE HOMES FOR THE AGED 


Three aged people were admitted to Homes for the Aged from the Gelligaer Area in 
1966. There are six people on the waiting list. 


Work proceeded during 1966 on the building of a new Home for the Aged at Gelligaer. 
This will accommodate 35 aged people, and will be ready for admission in June, 1967. 
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OFFICES, SHOPS AND RAILWAY PREMISES ACT, 1963 


During the year, 18 premises were registered with the Authority. Of these, 
only 2 registered of their owm accord - the remaining 16 were found to be 
within the scope of the Act by routine inspection. 


Approxinately 60% of the premises in this area are in full compliance 
with the Act, and are of a high standard. ‘Jnspections reveal contraventions 
of the Act which can be accepted as inevitable - iee. - broken thermometer, 
missing Abstracts, insufficient first aid material, faulty water heaters, broken 
stair treads and coverings, missing light bulbs, etc. It is probably true to 
say that if it were not for routine inspection, premises would tend to 
deteriorate into conditions that prevailed before the implementation of the Act. 
As a result of inspections, 88 Informal Notices were sent to employers. Where 
these notices failed to have the required effect, 25 premises were reported to 
the Public Health Committee for possible prosecution, and threat of prosecution 
was necessary before the contraventions were rectified. The main contraventions 
included t= 


Failure to register 3 No handrail to stairs 3 

No running hot water ;3 Insufficient first aid raterials ; 

No Abstract of the Act; No lighting to sanitary accommodation ; 
No drinking vessels ; No ventilation to sanitary accormodations 
No washing facilities ; No accomodation for clothing 3 


Poor condition of sanitary acconnodatione 


Only two accidents were reported during 1966, both non-fatal. One concerned a 
fenale assistant in a supermarket who was struck on the head by a netal gate. 
The gate - one of several which separated departments and acted as anti-theft 
devices, had been renoved fron its upright position and placed vertically 
against a nearby wall. Baskets were stacked against the gatc., and when they 
were renoved the gate fell and struck the assistant on the head. The accident 
was investigated and the Manager agreed that in future the gates would be 
stored in such a manner as to prevent a recurrence of the accident. It is 
interesting to note that in all other aspects the shop was of a very high 
standard. 


There were no prosecutions during 1966, but there was a successful prosecubion 
on 7th. January, 1967. 
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Abandoned Vehicles 


The problen of abandoned vehicles has been dealt with in two ways. 


Firstly to renove the backlog of vehicles which have piled up over the 
past few years ; and secondly to prevent, as far as possible, a recurrence 
of this problen. 


The Authority has been fortunate enough to secure the services of a 
Contractor who has renoved the abandoned vehicles in a nost efficient and 
prompt manner, and at a comparatively low cost. 


The owners of 29 vehicles were traced through the Motor Licensing 
Authorities, and the vehicles were disposed of by their respective 
ownerse 


4. further 33 vehicles were removed by the Authority via the scrap dealer. 
This figure would have been higher apart fron the fact that towards the end 
of the year Scrap Dealers were not accepting these vehicles as scrap netal 
for a while. 


At the end of the year, there were a further 20 vehicles, or parts of 
vehicles, awaiting removal. 
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REPORT OF THE SENIOR PUBLIC HEALTH INSPECTOR 
FOR THE YEAR e@cocaeeenvoevoecoaoevoesve so 6 eeeee ea de 1966 


I present my report upon the day-to-day work of the Department during 
1966. 


On the whole, the year was uneventful, and the routine work of the 
Department proceeded smoothly, a fact which is reflected in the substance of 
this report. 


In June, Dr. W. Bowen Owen, who had served the Authority as Medical Officr 
of Health for a period of 27 years, retired from the service of the Council. 
Opportunity is once again taken to wish Dr. Owen very many happy years in a 
well earned retirement. It is appropriate at this point also to welcome 
Dr. Elizabeth James, who succeeded Dr. Owen as Medical Officer of Health. 

Dr. James makes history as the first lady Medical Officer of Health to be 
appointed by the Gelligaer Council. As a resident of the Area, Dr. James has 
the distinct advantage of having an intimate knowledge of the Urban Area, as 
well as being well known to the majority of the populace, a fact which is of 
substantial benefit to the Department, 


One of the princip’l time-consuming and important duties performed by your 
Officers was again that connected with housing problems. The prevention of 
nuisances, and the keeping in repair and sound habitable conditions buildings 
which have become structurally defective either due to neglect on the part of 
the owners, or sheer old aged obsolesence. Mention has been made in previous 
Anmal Reports of these latter type dwellings, very many of them being 
centenarian in years, and almost all lacking modern amenities and appliances. 
Nearly all possess the basic defects that make such dwellings unfit for human 
habitation. Several hundred. houses of this type are found scattered about the 
Area, the vast majority being in the northern part of the District. Much 
preservation work has been done to a lot of these properties, a fact which is 
reflected in their improved exterior appearance, and tribute must be paid to the 
persons responsible in their efforts to brighten up their immediate 
neighbourhood in another attempt to make it a better place to live. 


The trend - very much in evidence of late years = of occupiers of rented 
properties purchasing houses of their own continued, though checked somewhat 
from July onwards due to national financial restrictions. 


Routine housing inspection again took place, and there now exists in the 
Department details of several thousand houses within the area which have been 
visited and inspected by this method. Cases of gross overcrowding of dwellings 
are now infrequently met with, and when they are discovered are found to be 
caused by the natural growth of the family rather than two or more families 
being forced to live under one roof. 
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Under powers provided by the Housing Act of 1964 Local Authorities 

nay take powers to enforce the improvement of dwelling houses by the 
installation of 'standard amenities! into houses lacking these facilities. 
These measures can be cumbersome and involved, and may again, in certain 
circumstances, take some considerable amount of time before coming to 
fruition, During 1966, the Council took action in this direction in one short 
street in the area, and at the time of preparation of this report are taking 
active steps in the preliminary preparation of further operations to this 
end. Individual owner/ occupiers of houses may still make application for 
improvement grants which are available for the installation of these amenities - 
namely the provision of a bathroom, hot water supply, water closet apartment, 
and ventilated food store, and very many have indeed taken advantage of this 
scheme. Though every effort has been made, both nationally and locally 

to publicise this fact, much greater advantage could undoubtedly be made 

of the grant aid available to provide houses with these essential facilities. 
During 1966, I am informed through the courtesy of the Clerk's Department, 
that the followings grants were made for house improvemements :- 


Number of discretionary grants paid - 42 
Number of standard grants paid - 80 


Below is a comparison of grants paid during the past years :- 


Year Discretionary Grants Standard Grants 
196¢ ece 48 eee 9 
1961 eee 24 eee 24 
1962 men 28 eee 19 
1963 eee 33 eee 24 
1964 hee 40 ei 26 
1965 eee 30 eee cal 


19E¢ a 42 j.s 80 
245 203 


During the year, also, further steps were taken towards the proposed re-housing 
of tenants and clearance of slum dwellings on the eastern side of the main road 
through Pontlottyn. These houses, some of the most congested and sub-standard in 
the whole area, will, it is envisaged, be cleared in the not too distant 

future, and the inhabitants rehoused on a newly developed site for which 
Ministerial clearance has now been obtained 
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VISITS AND INSPECTIONS MADE 


As a result of complaints received eee PP) 
In connection with Housing Repairs eos 549 
1,492 


VISITS MADE UNDER THE PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS 


To dirty and verminous premises coe 47 
As a result of notifiable disease eos 9 
To Schools eee 41 
To Piggeries and Smallholdings wan 4 
To premises without a mains water supply ees 15 
To moveable dwellings coe 31 
To Cinemas and places of entertainments coe 13 
To Licensed Premises and Clubs eee 19 
To premises conducting offensive trades eee 16 
To refuse tips and ash tips eon 53 
To rear lanes eee uif2 
To Hairdressing establishments eee 37 


INSPECTIONS MADE UNDER THE FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 
and FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1955 = 60 


To Dairy Premises eee 54 
To Grcgery Establishments ee5 byes 
To Cafes and Restaurants eee 128 
To Factories and Bakehouses —- 103 
To Butcher's shops eee 127 
To School and Industrial Canteens eos 74 
To Ice-creameries coe ps) 
To Licensed Premises eee 19 
To Fish Friers and Fish Restaurants eee A2 


VISITS AND INSPECTIONS MADE UNDER 
THE HOUSING ACTS 


The total number of visits made v's 1,038. 


In company with the Council's Housing Manager, inspections of Council houses 
were made where deemed necessary and desirable. Visits made were :- 


a) = to dwellings as a direct instruction from the Council, or the Housing 
Committee, or resulting from complaints by neighbours or other interested 
persons , where the required standards of cleanliness was not being 
maintained, or was in danger of deteriorating. 


b) = To dirty and verminous houses or to houses whose tenants were troubled by 
infestations of insect pests such as cockroaches or antse 


c) = To houses which were abused by tentants; or inspection of houses intended to 
be occupied by Council tenants with, where necessary, disinfection or 
disinfestation of premises and furnituree 
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HOUSING ACTS 1957 - 1961 and 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT ( MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT, 1953 


Mr, D. W. C. Morgan, Clerk to the Council, has furnished the following 


information, for which I am grateful :- 


Number 
Number 


Number 
Number 


Number 


of houses on which Demolition Orders were made 
of houses on which Closing Orders were made 
involvins whole of the premises 
involving part of the premises 
of Closing Orders revoked following undertakings 
by the owners accepted by the Council 
of houses demolished as a result of Compulsory 
Purchase or Clearance Orders — > pe 
of families rehoused as a result 


HOUSING REPAIRS AND RENTS ACT 1954 
RENT ACT 1957 


Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 
Number 


Number 


of applications received for Certificates of Disrepair 
of Certificates of Disrepair granted 
of Certificates of Disrepair issued 
of undertakings by cwrers accepted by the Council 
of applications for Revokation of Certificates accepted 
of Certificates revoked by the Council 
of applications for Certificate of Disrepair refused 
by the Council 
of visits made to premises by Public Health Inspectors 
in connection with Certificates of Disrepair 


eee 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACT 1955 and 
FOOD HYGIENE REGULATIONS 1955 - 60 


Principal food retail premises in the Gelligaer Urban ‘rea are :- 


Butcher's Shop - 40 
Ice Cream Manufacturers - 10 
Ice Cream Vendors - 148 
Bakehouses - 6 
Grocery stores - 112 
Cafes and Restaurants - 22 
Fried Fish and Chip Shops = 15 
Public Houses and Clubs - 63 


There are 25 premises operating in the area which are registered under Section 
16 of the Food and Drugs act, 1955 - premises which are, or may be used, for the 
manufacture of potted, pressed, pickled, or preserved foods which are intended 
for sale. Such foods include meat products such as sausages, faggots, meat 4 
pies and pasties, cooked hams, brawns, and tonguese Much of these products are 
now, however, becoming monopolised by large specialist manufacturers who 
distribute their goods wholesale from large controlled depots at frequent and 
regular intervals. 411 food premises are regularly visited and inspected in 
order to see that the requirements of the Food and Drugs Act, and the Food 
[ygiene Regulations are adhered to. Most frod traders were supplied with copies 
of a summary of the Food Hygiene Regulations when they were first introduced, 

and copies are still available in the Public Health Department and are quite 
often supplied to food handlers who have lost or mislaid their original copye 
Food manufacturers and food handlers generally readily co-operate in efforts to 
please their customers, and incidentally enhance their business by complying with 
necessary legal requirementse Jn this, they are greatly aided by the almost 
universal improvement of food premises today brought about by the use of laminated 
plastic materials, glass or stainless steel used for shop fittings and fixtures, 
which reduce to the very minimum the need for cleaning and scrubbing in shop 
premises. jilmost every shop, however small, _has a refrigerator, thus allowing 
perishable foods to be kept longer and with a greater degree of safety. The main 
streets of towns today are invariably taken over by shops having regional or 
even national coverage, and which consign the small shop keepers to the side 
streets. Trading methods have also drastically changed, and today it i8 the aim 
of the supermarket to provide for all the needs of the housewife under one roof. 
Grocers no longer confine their sales to groceries, but sell meat and meat 
products, whilst butchers in turn, in addition to the sale of meat, also retail 
tinned foods and even fresh vegetablese With all this, however, there is still 
need for watchfulness, and the application of a good basic training and sound 
common sense in efforts to arrive at, and maintain the high hygienic standards 
demanded are required. Complaints of contamination or adulteration of foodstuff 
are still brought into the office occasionally, caused by gross carelessness or 
neglect on the part of food handlers, and among such instances during 1966 were:- 


a)-a glass jar of lemon curd containing a foreign body, at first thoughtto be 
a bsetle, but later found to be a currant ; 
b) - a nai. na tin of sardines ; 


o) =a wrapped meat pie which when opened by the purchaser was found to be 
affected by mould. 


| taou fim toon [fos tud ,sobrssom oft me My <lédt onttim> tegael om etooon) 
fetez cbf ,shon To ofee ont of sotthbba at mut ak etedoted tafitw ,stouborg, 
tte at evodt ,isvowod ,aidt [ie AtIW |6eapldatenov. deott move ine aboot Sankt? 
‘Davos Sne oantutatt ofsed 5ooy 4 to sottsotiqas odd fas ,erenmistriotew mot bode 
ehrsinete ofnetyyi deid eid atedutom Sus ,te ovietrs of eftotte at oanse fone 
yahect im pottetetiube to sold aninatave to atttolqao? ,bertuper em hoiaames 
i) seonaselorso zaor; yi batseo osffamofespoo sotto oft otnt tfawoxd [Lite ons 
mow O8CL writsh eoonntent dove anos ban axelbamt boot to taoq edt no toolandt 


S otedgecdit tevlt Jo .ybod milowl 2 painbetapo dave rome to tet oaaty » = (o 
t tanvuno ¢ oS of Bryot sofal tud .afteed 5 
{ sodtivee To atv an tote ~ (Ff 


od of Auyot sow tocsdouny ott yd Reaage nodt dokdw ok¢ teem boygem & = (0 
ehinon WW betostia \4 


Page ©9 
Many shops are of the front room, or ‘parlour! tyne variety, selling foodstuffs 
and a miscellaneous essortment of pills andpotions, in fact are miniature 
supermarkets in their own right. 


SUPERVISION OF 
FOOD SUPPLIES 


Articles of food which are found, on examination, to be unfit for human 
consumption are dealt with by incineration on the shop premises, or, where 

it is practicable, by collection by the Council's refuse icrries with subsequent 
deep burial on one of the Council's Refuse Tips, or, after sterilisation by 
thorough boiling used as animal feeding stuffs. Food found to be unfit during 
1966 included the following :- 


54 lbs. Pears ; 


“eo 


Canned fruit and vegetables - 177 lbs. Tomatoes 


44 lbs. Peaches ; 15 lbs. Pineapple ; 
19 lbs. Strawberries ; 10 cwts. Potatoes 3 
38 lbs. Peas 3; 35 lbs. Beans 3; 
Fresh Meats 179 lbs. Ox Liver s 245 lbse Beef ; 
18 lbse Pork ; 29 lbs. Bacon. 
Canned Meats 123 lbs. Corned Beef 3; 197 lbs. Ham; 
10 lbs. Tongue ; 78 lbs. Jellied Veal ; 
435, lbse Steak ; 38 lbs. Meat Loaf ; 
14 lbs. Sausages ; 
Fresh and Canned Fish 39 lbs. Salmon ; 21 lbs. Pilchards ; 
54 lbs. Cod Fillets; 
Miscellaneous Foodstuffs 48 lbs. Spaghetti ; 16 lbs. Soups ; 
56 lbs. Fresh Fowls 3; 10 lbs. Ice Crean ; 
5 lbs. Cheese ; 37 lbse Meat Products ; 


The total weight of all foods found to be unfit for human consumption was :- 


L ton, 3 owts., 23. Lbss 
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ICE CREAM HEAT TREATMENT) REGULATIONS 1 - 52 


148 premises within the Urban Area are registered for the sale of ice creame 
These premises consist of cafes, restaurants, grocers, and even licensed 
premises such as Clubs and Public Houses, as well as the small 'parlour'! 

type shope Many of these latter, however, operate sporadically in their ice 
creamsales, or have, in some instances, been squeezed out of business 

by the very keen competiticn prevailing, especially in the favourable weather 
conditions during the warmer months of theyear. 


11 premises are registered for the manufacture of ice-cream under the 
requirememnts of the Food and Drugs Act, 1955. Several of these rely on 
'cold mix.! manufacture where the complete ice-cream powder is purchased, 
ready mixed, and with the correct ingredients from large specialised firms 
who market the powder in sealed containers which are delivered to their 
customers. All that is required to produce ice-cream is to add the stated 
anountof water direct from the tap, and freeze the mixture, after which the 
product is ready for sale. This has the advantage that the trader can 
manufacture the product more or less in accordance with his estimated sale 
requirenents. Samples of ice-cream taken during the year and submitted 
for examination were as follows :- 


Total number of samples taken - 48 
Showing a satisfactory result - 34 
Showing an unsatisfactory result - 14 


Samples which show an unsatisfactory result are repeated until a satisfactory 
result is obtained. Most ice-creams today, particularly those prepared by the 
very large manufacturing firms, are pre-packed before leaving the factory» 
Pirticular attention is paid to traders retailing the loose, unwrapped 
commoditye Many mobile vans, several coming from outside the Urban drea, also 
retail ice-creame Some of these vans are fitted with expensive machirery which 
nanufactures ice-cream as and when requirede 


WATER SUPPLIES 


f. piped water supply is provided to the majority of houses in the Area, In fact, 
only a small percentage of isolated cottages and farms remain unconnected to the 
main supply, and have to rely on rain water, mountain streams, and springse In 
not one instance is any dwelling dependant on a deep or shallow well for its 
domestic water supply. Complaints of inadequate pressure to kitchen taps are 
occasionally received. These are always referred to the Taf Fechan Water Board 
who co-operate in efforts to improve existing supply. 


While a large number of houses in the area are not supplied with running hot 
water, this nunber is being reduced annually by the installation of gas and 
electric heaters over the kitchen sink, These fittings ensure that hot water 
is available for ordinary househol4 chores. 


During the year, fcnr samples of water were submitted for bacteriological 
and chemical analysis. 411 these samples proved to be satisfactorye 
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MILK AND DATRIES ACTS AND REGULATIONS 1949 - 1959 


Milk is produced by 45 farms in the Area, The major portion of this is taken 
in churns from whence it is collected by the Pasteurising Plants which operate 
outside the area. Since 1961, the Licensing Authority for the retailing of 
all grades of milk has been vested in the Food and Drugs Authority which, 

for this Area, is the Glamorgan County Council. The responsibility for 

milk sampling also falls on the Glamorgan County Council, 


Complaints, apart from the misuse of milk bottles, were few, There were no 
complaints concerning the quality of milk itself. With regard to the misuse 

of milk bottles, it is interesting to note that with the greater variety 

of materials used for food packing, more use is now béjngmade of non-returnable 
containers for milk, particularly for milk supplies to schoolchildren. One of 
these containers, know as "Tetrapak" milk carton, is plastic lined, with an 
‘eye! in the top corner of the carton formed by eutting a small circle in the 
carton so as to reveal the polythene inner lining. By using a reasonably 
stiff drinking straw, this can be pierced, giving access to the nilke 

411 milk supplied to schools within the area is pastcurised and delivered in 
bottles. No complaints were received from this source during the year. 


SCHOOL CANTEENS 


Frequent visits were made to all School Canteens during the year. For the 32 
schools, there are 18 school kitchens, some kitchens preparing and cooking 

meals which are conveyed by motor vehicles to smaller schools where kitchens are 
not -revided. In these cases, food is placed whilst still hot into insulated 
stainless steel containers, and delivered in a very short time to the required 
point. Almost 100 women are engaged in the preparation, cooking, and serving of 
well over 4,000 meals daily during the school year at schools in the areaelhe 
meals served are wholesome and appetising. lHvery effort is made by all personnel 
concerned to maintain the high standard attained during the years since the 
School Meals Service was first instituted. 


SLAUGHTER OF ANIMALS ACTS 1934 - 1958 


7 persons residing in the Area are licensed as Slaughtermene There is no 
Slaughterhouse in the Urban District . Almost all fresh meat sold in the shops 
is brought in from other districts where slaughterhouses are sited, such as 

at Buttry Hatch, Maesycwmmer, Brynmawr, Cardiff and Newport. Meat imported 
from abroad = iee. Canterbury Lamb, Argentinian or Australian beef, is 
distributed from cold stores and warehouses situated at the Docks at Cardiff 
and Newport, distribution being done by large rctor vehicles which deliver 
directly to the retail shops. 


During 1966, 14 cottagers' pigs, kept by pig keepers at small-holdings r 
allotments were slaughtered for home consumption ; these were inspected as to 
fitness by your Inspectors. 


By arrangement with the Council of Bedwas and Machen Urban Area, your Inspectors 
also carry out relief work during holidays or periods of illness at the 
Maesycwmmer Slaughterhouse e 
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PUBLIC HEALTH ACT 1961 
BYE-LAWS — HAIRDRESSERS AND BARBERS 


411 Barbers and Hairdressing Establishments in the area have been 

supplied with copies of the Bye-Laws relating to hygiene and cleanliness 
standards that mist be provided and maintained at their premises, which 

came into operation at the commencement of 1964e There are 41 such 
establishments known to the Department, some of these being conducted in 

the front rooms of private houses, and probably more unofficial ones carried 
out by frienés or relatives. Infringements of the conditions imposed 

by the Bye-Laws constitute an offence and are punishable by a fine on 
convictione 


LICENSED PREMISES AND CLUBS 
There are 63 Licensed Premises within the Urban Jrea, made up as follows :- 


34 Public Houses 
29 licensed Clubs. 


One public house at Pontlottyn ceased to ftncticon cvring the year. 


Regular visits were made to all licensed Premises, both during hours of 
business, and when closed to the public. In the past year, very many 
improvements and additions have been made to premises of this nature, more 
particularly to Clubs. These improvements apply to both the hygienic and 
sanitary features, and amenities and comforts for the customer or club 
member, such as fitted carpets and floor covering, laminated plastic topped 
counters and tables are provided, and much more comfortable seating, 
artificial lighting, and ventilation found. 411 inspections, especially 
those in the case of Club Premises, are welcomed by the Management or 
Cormittee concerned, and the Department is not infrequently consulted 
when new developments or additional facilities are contemplated. Jny 
infringements of the Acts or Regulations discovered during inspection are 
immediately notified to the Brewery Company or, in the case of a Club, to 
the Club Secretary concerned. During the year, letters forwarded to such 
people included the following :- 


a) = To ---eir or rerew existing surfaces of counters end shelves. 
Dy & Repair or renew defective and burst water pipes, and flushing cisterns. 
c) - Requiring the redecoration or repointing of walls and ceilings of roomse 
d)'= Requiring the overhaul of drainage from washing-up sinks in such 

a& manner so as to prevent anti-syphonage occurring se 
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OFFENSIVE TRADES 


SCRAP METAL DEALERS ACT 1955 


Two premises where offensive trades are conducted exist within the Urban 
firea, One is at Ystrad Mynach, and the other at Bargoed. At both premises 
only old and discarded textile materials, and ferrous and non-ferrous 
materials are collected and storede No animal bones or waste meat products 
are dealth with nowadays, thus greatly reducing possible nuisance fron 
offensive smells and rodent infestation. Waste products of this nature are 
collected three times a week by a large specialist firm, collecting directly 
from butchers' shops in the district, thus effectively minimising any possible 
offence which materials of this nature could cause. Dealers of this kind 
perform a useful service to the cormunity by collecting and disposing 

of waste and unwanted articles such as old metal bedsteads, bicycles, 
perambulators, etc.e, and also that bane of Local Authorities, the old 
discarded car bodies. Since 1965, when the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 

came into operation and implementation by Police and Local Authorities, all 
persons engaged in this trade are now required to be Registered by the 
Council of the Area in which they operate, or resides Four such persons 

have been registered by the Council during 1966. 


Whilstdealing with the matter of unwanted articles and scrap, it is 

appropriate at this juncture to once again give publicity to the fact that 
unwanted household articles such as old mattresses, carpets and floor 

coverings nay be,by arrangenent,collected and disposed of by the Council. 

It is hoped that this additional service will go some way to prevent the spoiling 
of open spaces and mountain tops, by people who deliberately dump discarded 
articles of this nature on open sites, rear lanes, ctce 


PET ANIMALS ACTS, 1937 and 1961 


Two premises, both in Bargoed, are registered by the Council for the sale and 
keeping for the purpose of sale of pet animals such as rabbits, guinea pigs, 
budgerigars, gold fish, cats and dogse Both premises were regulerly visited 
during the year, and no complaints arose, or were received, during the 
periode 


COMMON LODGING HOUSES 


Since 1959, when the only Common Lodging House in the area was closed, 
there has been no premises of this nature in operation. 
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CARAVAN SITES AND CONTROL OF 


DEVELOPMENT ACT 1960 


One additional caravan site = for one caravan only - was granted during the 

year under reveiw, making a total of fave licensed sites in all. Apart from one 
‘licensed for forty caravans, the others are for a single dwelling only. 

M11 are licensed, and are used as permanent residential dwellings by their 

occupiers, many of whom have expressed a view that they would prefer this 

mode of life rather than permanent residence in a conventional type of 

dwelling housee There are no caravans used solely for seasonal or holiday 

purposes, and apart from the very occasional traveller who may camp by the 

roadside for no longer than one night, the area has been singularly free from 

mobile dwellings of this nature, All sites are periodically visited and 

inspected, and the Model Bye-Laws which have been published by the Ministry 

of Housing and Local Government for the guidance of Local Authorities enforced. 

Every effort is made to supervise all types of mobile dwellings within the 

boundaries of the Area, and thus prevent nuisances, and the distribution of 

litter and rubbish on open spaces frequented h this fraternity. 


FACTORIES ACTS 1937 - 61 


81 factories of various types and sizes operate within the Area, These include 
factories which are engaged in light and heavy engineering, and employing 
substantial numbers of operatives, and the 'back room! of a radio. or television 
dealer and which may be used only occasionally, Other factories manufacture 
motor car components, children's toys, food ‘containers, and veriens other 
miscellaneous products. With the run-down on the coal industry of late years, 
upon which this district largely depended, every effort has been made by the 
Council to atbract industralists into the 4rea so as to provide alternative 
means of employment, and an area of land has been set aside for this purpose 
and freely publicised through various media. Frequent visits are made to all 
factories for the purpose of inspection and enforcement of the Factories Acts, 
and factories within the district may be classified as follows :- 


Factories to which Sections 2,3,4,5,6,and 7 of the Act applies - 7 
Factories to which Section 7 only applies - 5 
Number of visits to factory premises during the year - 189. 


Four notices were served during the year upon owners or persons responsible 
directing attention to the Acts or Regulations :- 


a) - regarding defects to sanitary conveniences - 26 
b) = requiring proper cleaning of windows, walls and ceilings - le 
c) - requiring the re-decoration of internal walls and ceilings. 


31 persons - namely women and old aged pensioners, are employed as Outworkers 
under the Act. Their work consists of minor alterations to clothing, or 
the dressitg or trimming of moulded rubber articles. 
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RODENT AND PEST CONTROL 


The work involved in the destruction of rats and mice, and the eradication of 
insect pests generally continued unceasingly during the year. The figures 
given below show a surmary of the work done, together with the number of 
visits made to various premiscs and places frequented by these pests. 


Inspected Treated Visits made 
Dwelling houses 481 343 619 
Business prenises 39 34 187 
Refuse tips and dumps 125 37 213 
Rivers, brooks and culverts 89 Al 145 


The bi-annual treatment for rats in the sewerage system of the area continued 
during the period under review as has been customary for many years, with the 
full co-operation of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food. These 
twice yearly treatments have undoubtedly contributed very materially to the 
reduction and control of the rat population of sewers and drains. 


Once again, a large number of complaints were received in connection with 

the presence of rats in and around dwelling houses, and it is difficult to 
impress upon residents and neighbours that this may be largely due to actions 
which they themselves take by carelessness in disposing of waste foodstuffs, 
refuse and rubbish upon which these pests feed, and in allowing accummulations 
of rubbish beneath or in which the rats find shelter, and soon breed. Much 
could be done to reduce these infestation and complaints by the exercise of 

a little thought and common sense. 


a 2 2 
19 dwellings houses were disinfested after infestation by vermin, usually 
bed bugs. The majority of these dwellings were Council owned houses. 
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NUISANCES _( GENERAL ) 


Many complaints were received from the residents of High Street, Trelewis 
respecting deposits of dust and mud on the roadway. The cause of this was 
the conveyance of materials by heavy lorries from a nearby colliery 

and coal yard. Several meetings were held with the National Coal Board 
Management, and their Contractors, who were equally concerned over the 
matter. It is hoped that as a result of the latest action by the National 
Coal Board a permanent solution will be found. 


Complaints of noise were received from occupiers of dwellings sited 
near licensed premises. This was caused by parties of teenagers, in the 
form of groups, who were engaged by the Management to play ' pop! music for 
the entertainment of their customers, and for dancing on the premises. 
Nuisance and interference with the peace and comfort of residents of these 
houses resulted, and young children were awakened, or were prevented from 


sleeping. Many visits to the premises were made, and the Management of the 


licensed premises interviewed, and their co-operation sought, which 
ultimately resulted in some alleviation of the noise. 


Yours faithfully, 


T. P. Thomas 


Senior Public Health Inspector 
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